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SUBJECT: WASHINGTON POST ARTICLE 

1. FOLLOWING FOR YOUR INFORMATION IS TEXT OF ARTICLE CONCERN- 
ING YOU THAT APPEARED IN THIS MORNING'S WASHINGTON POST: 

BEGIN TEXT: 

DISCONTENT IS RISING AMONG SPANISH OEFICIALS AND THE SPANISH 
PRESS OVER THE LIKELIHOOD THAT TERENCE TODMAN WILL BE NOMI- 
NATED AS THE NEW U.S. AMBASSADOR TO SPAIN. 

THE U.S. EMBASSY PROTESTED TO A SPANISH NEWS MAGAZINE 
RECENTLY ABOUT A HEADLINE THAT AMERICAN OFEICIALS REGARDED 
AS A RACIAL SLUR AGAINST TODMAN, WHO IS ONE OE THE 
HIGHEST RANKING BLACK CAREER DIPLOMATS IN THE STATE DEPART- 
MENT. 
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RACE IS NOT THE MAIN ISSUE HOWEVER. SPANISH JOURNALISTS 
HAVE IMPLIED PUBLICLY, AND SPANISH OFFICIALS HAVE SAID 
PRIVATELY, THAT IT IS AN INSULT TO SEND AN AMBASSADOR 
WHO IS BELIEVED TO HAVE LOST HIS JOB AS ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS BECAUSE 

HE OPPOSED PRESIDENT CARTER'S POLICIES ON HUMAN RIGHTS. 
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THE MOST POPULAR PHOTOGRAPH OF THE 52- YEAR-OLD TODMAN 
IN THE SPANISH PRESS IS ONE SHOWING HIM SHAKING HANDS 
WITH GEN. AUGUSTO PINOCHET, PRESIDENT OF CHILE. 

THE WHITE HOUSE HAS NOT YET ANNOUNCED THAT TODMAN IS 
ITS CHOICE TO REPLACE WELLS STABLER, 58, A CAREER 
DIPLOMAT WHO HAS SERVED THREE YEARS IN SPAIN, BUT U.S. 
OFFICIALS HAVE TAKEN THE PRELIMINARY STEP OF SUBMIT- 
TING TODMAN'S NAME TO THE SPANISH GOVERNMENT FOR ITS 
APPROVAL. 

(STATE DEPARTMENT SOURCES TOLD THE WASHINGTON POST THAT 
SPAIN HAS OFFICIALLY INFORMED THE U.S. GOVERNMENT THAT 
IT WOULD ACCEPT TODMAN.) 

AT A LOWER LEVEL, THE MISGIVINGS ARE CLEAR. A MIDDLE- 
RANKING SPANISH OFFICIAL, WHO DEALS OFTEN WITH THE 
AMERICAN EMBASSY HERE, GOSSIPED ABOUT THE TODMAN PROB- 
LEM AT A RECENT DIPLOMATIC COCKTAIL PARTY. 

A LOT OF PEOPLE ARE UPSET, " HE SAID. "HERE WE ARE 
TRYING TO CREATE A SYSTEM THAT WILL LEAN OVER BACKWARDS 
IN FAVOR OF HUMAN RIGHTS, AND YOU ARE SENDING US SOME- 
ONE WHO HAS LOST HIS JOB FOR FAILING TO SUPPORT THE 
PROGRAM ON HUMAN RIGHTS. AND WHY ARE YOU SENDING 
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HIM HERE? HE HAD TO GO SOMEWHERE, AND HE WANTED TO 
COME TO SUNNY SPAIN. ON TOP OF THIS, HE IS A COLORED 
MAN, AND THERE IS RACISM IN SPAIN." 

SEVERAL U.S. DIPLOMATS HAVE REPORTED THAT OTHER SPANISH 
OFFICIALS HAVE BEEN TELLING THEM MUCH THE SAME THING, 
INVARIABLY ADDING A FINAL COMMENT ABOUT RACE. 

'THE SPANIARDS NEVER SAY THAT THEY THEMSELVES ARE 
RACIST,' ONE AMERICAN SAID. "BUT THEY ALWAYS SAY THAT 
OTHERS IN THEIR OFFICE ARE.' 

THE IMPLICATION SEEMS TO BE THAT BY SENDING A MAN WHO 
IS BOTH BLACK AND SUPPOSEDLY OUT OF FAVOR WITH CARTER, 
THE UNITED STATES IS NOT SENDING SPAIN ITS BEST. 

THE CONCERN WITH RACE HAS BEEN OBVIOUS IN THE SPANISH 
PRESS. THE MAGAZINE LA ACTUALIDAD ESPANOLA HEADLINED 
A NEGATIVE STORY ABOUT TODMAN, "BIENVENIDO (WELCOME), 
MISTER BLACK. " 

THIS HEADLINE RECALLED A POPULAR OLD MOVIE, "BIENVENIDO, 
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MISTER MARSHALL, " ABOUT AMERICAN VISITORS DESCENDING 
ON A SMALL VILLAGE IN SPAIN. SINCE THE MAGAZINE HEAD- 
LINED ITS STORY, ' BIENVENIDO, MISTER BLACK,' NOT 
"BIENVENIDO, MISTER TODMAN, ' AMERICAN EMBASSY OF- 
FICIALS PROTESTED TO THE MAGAZINE THAT THE HEADLINE 
WAS AN OBVIOUS RACIAL SLUR. THE EDITORS DENIED THAT 
ANY SLUR WAS INTENDED. 

CAMBIO 16, SPAIN'S MOST WIDELY READ NEWS MAGAZINE, 

USED A PLAY ON WORDS IN ITS HEADLINE OVER AN ANTI- 
TODMAN ARTICLE TO EMPHASIZE THE RACE OF THE AMERICAN 
DIPLOMAT. THE HEADLINE SAID, "TENEMOS LA NEGRA, " 

WHICH LITERALLY MEANS, "WE HAVE THE BLACK," A SPANISH 
WAY OF SAYING, "WE HAVE BAD LUCK. " OVER A TODMAN STORY 
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IT WAS CLEAR TO READERS THAT THE BLACK' OR BAD LUCK 
OF SPAIN WAS A BLACK DIPLOMAT. 

ACCORDING TO THE SPANISH PRESS, TODMAN, IN A PUBLIC 
SPEECH AND IN A CONFIDENTIAL REPORT, DESCRIBED THE 
HUMAN RIGHTS PROGRAM AS EXCESSIVE AND UNREALISTIC. 

TODMAN, ACCORDING TO THESE REPORTS CRITICIZED THE HUMAN 
RIGHTS PROGRAM FOR EXPECTING DICTATORIAL REGIMES TO 
CHANGE OVERNIGHT. 

THE SPANISH PRESS HAS REPORTED THAT THESE STATEMENTS 
PROVOKED CARTER INTO DEMANDING TODMAN'S RESIGNATION 
AS ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE AND OFFERING HIM THE 
JOB AS AMBASSADOR TO SPAIN. 

(STATE DEPARTMENT SOURCES ACKNOWLEDGED TO THE WASHINGTON 
POST GREAT DIFFICULTIES" AND DIFFERENCES OF OPINION 
BETWEEN TODMAN AND OTHERS IN THE ADMINISTRATION OVER 
THE "APPLICATION AS OPPOSED TO THE THEORY' OF CARTER'S 
HUMAN RIGHTS POLICIES IN LATIN AMERICA. 

(A DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN DENIED, HOWEVER, THAT TODMAN'S 
REASSIGNMENT WAS "THE RESULT OF AN EFFORT TO "GET 
HIM'" OR THAT TODMAN FEELS (THE SPANISH POST) IS A 
DEMOTION." 

( "IN FACT," THE SPOKESMAN SAID, TODMAN FEELS "THIS 

IS A VERY IMPORTANT POST WHICH HE WELCOMES.") END TEXT. 

2. THE FOLLOWING EXCHANGE TOOK PLACE AT NOON PRESS 
BRIEFING TODAY: QUOTE- 

Q. KEN, DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING IN THE WAY OF A COMMENT 
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ON THE PROPOSAL IN THE SPANISH PRESS REGARDING THE 
FUTURE U.S. AMBASSADOR THERE? 

A. DO YOU HAVE A SPECIFIC QUESTION, JUAN, REGARDING 
THE ARTICLE THAT YOU'RE REFERRING TO? 

Q. WELL, IT SAYS THAT APPARENTLY THE U.S. EMBASSY 
HAS OBJECTED TO SOME OF THE RACIAL IMPLICATIONS OP 
THE REPORT. 

A. THE EMBASSY DID DISCUSS THE PARTICULAR ARTICLE WITH 
A SPANISH MAGAZINE, AND I CAN CONFIRM THAT FOR YOU. 

Q. AND HAS THE SPANISH GOVERNMENT GIVEN ITS APPROVAL 
TO THE NOMINATION WHENEVER IT WILL BE MADE? 

A. YES. 

Q. WHEN? 

A. I DON'T HAVE TIMING FOR YOU. RECENTLY. 

Q. DO YOU KNOW WHEN THE WHITE HOUSE IS GOING TO MAKE 
THE NOMINATION? 

A. I'M SORRY? 

Q. DO YOU KNOW WHEN THE NOMINATION IS GOING TO BE 
MADE? 

A. THAT'S SOMETHING THAT THE WHITE HOUSE WILL HAVE 
TO ANNOUNCE. END QUOTE CHRISTOPHER 
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